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MCKINLEY	SMOOT	graduated from Utah State University in 
2014 with a bachelor's degree in Religious Studies. McKinley was 
raised on a cattle ranch on steppes of the Uinta Mountains, and is 
currently working in the real estate industry. He still pursues his 


























1	D. Patrick Miller, Understanding A Course in Miracles: The History, Message, and 














































































































































































































































































































































































24	 Merlin	 B.	 Brinkerhoff	 and	 Jeffrey	 C.	 Jacob,	 “Mindfulness	 and	 Quasi-Religious	
Meaning	 Systems:	 An	 Empirical	 Exploration	 within	 the	 Context	 of	 Ecological	
Sustainability	and	Deep	Ecology,”	Journal	for	the	Scientific	Study	of	Religion	Vol.	38,	
No.	4	(Dec.,	1999),	pp.	524-542.	Accessed	April	5,	2015.	
25	ACIM:	T-19.IV.B.6.	
26	Detailed	information	about	Living	Miracles	Centers	and	their	locations	can	be	
found	at	https://livingmiraclescenter.org/centers.html.	
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of	ACIM.	Many	participants	have	been	heavily	influenced	by	the	New	
Age	movement	and	authors	such	as	Wayne	Dyer,	Eckhart	Tolle,	and	
Marianne	Williamson.	In	an	interview	that	I	conducted	with	Suzanne	
Sullivan,	a	Messenger	of	Peace	of	the	Living	Miracles	Centers,	and	
dedicated	practitioner,	she	explained,	“I	would	try	to	make	it	work	in	
the	world.	I	would	try	to	do	everything	that	I	thought	I	was	supposed	
to	do	as	a	person	in	the	world.	And	yet	there	was	always	this	feeling	of	
being	split,	and	that	not	quite	working	out…	I	think	that	is	a	very	
common	thing	with	the	human	condition.	We	think	we	got	it	and	then	
we	don’t,	and	we	go	after	something	else,	then	it	falls.”	Sullivan	
described	her	introduction	into	the	movement,	“I	joined	with	my	
sister	and	a	girlfriend	and	we	met	once	a	week	to	try	to	see	if	we	could	
start	to	understand…conceptually,	a	little	bit	more	of	what	The	Course	
was	saying.	We	did	that	for	a	year.	We	read	the	book	together,	and	
believe	me	it	was	very	helpful.	We	didn’t	know	what	we	were	doing,	
but	we	were	there	in	prayer	saying,	‘okay,	show	us	what	this	means.’	
And	then	it	was	like	learning	a	language.”27	Overtime	the	text	radically	
changed	her	life.	Sullivan’s	story	is	not	unlikely	many	others	New	Age	
seekers	who	have	found	purpose	in	ACIM.	
According	to	Sullican	the	primary	role	of	ACIM	in	the	Living	
Miracles	Centers	is	community	and	application.		
The	Course	has	brought	us	all	together.	Its	kind	of	the	foundation	of	
the	awakening	for	us,	but	at	a	certain	point…	it	says	you	lay	it	all	
down,	and	then	you	make	a	living	demonstration.	And	I	think	that’s	
where	Living	Miracles	comes	from...	I	mean	we	never	sit	around	and	
study	A	Course	in	Miracles	here,	although	there	are	many	copies	on	
the	shelf.	This	is	where	you	come	and	you	literally	apply	the	
principles	of	A	Course	in	Miracle.	And	so	when	you	come	here	its	like	
coming	inside	the	book	and	living	it.	
	In	other	words,	The	Living	Miracles	Center	has	made	the	
orthopraxical	nature	of	ACIM	their	foundational	tenet.		
																																																								
27	Interview	with	Suzanne	Sullivan	with	the	author,	conducted	March	13th,	2015	in	
the	Metaphyscial	Center	located	in	Kamas,	Utah.	
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Also	drawing	from	Schucman’s	work,	devotees	seem	to	
emphasize	their	detachment	from	their	formal	organization.	Sullivan	
continued,		
Its	just	kind	of	a	given	thing.	We’re	not	trying	to	grow	anything	or	
grow	an	organization.	We’re	not	into	that.	We	use	this	‘seeming’	
organization	as	a	back	drop	for	healing.	End	of	story.	If	it	rolled	up	
tomorrow,	none	of	us	would	care.	Its	not	about	what	it	looks	like	on	
the	surface…	for	now,	this	is	the	way	it	looks,	looks	like	having	
centers,	publications,	a	lot	of	gatherings,	a	lot	of	traveling,	but	it	
could	all	disappear	tomorrow	and	we	would	be	just	fine.28	
Like	Schucman,	Sullivan	perceived	ACIM	not	as	a	product	of	
institutional	religion,	but	as	a	tool	in	accomplishing	the	work.		
CONCLUSION	
A	Course	in	Miracles	influenced	an	important	faction	within	the	
New	Age	movement.	What	started	out	as	Helen	Schucman’s	internal	
struggles	evolved	into	a	spiritual	movement	and	worldwide	acclaimed	
text.	Helen	Schuman	was	an	unlikely	vessel	for	transmitting	the	voice	
of	Jesus	of	Nazareth.	In	fact,	it	is	not	altogether	clear	when	
dissemination	became	the	goal	of	documentation.	What	we	do	know	is	
that	her	personal	experiences	laid	the	foundation	for	ACIM.	Her	initial	
channelings	of	“the	Voice”	were	intimate	correspondences	regarding	
her	life	and	interaction	with	others.	Her	scribes,	most	importantly	
Thetford,	also	played	a	role	in	directing	the	narrative	and	later	
revising	the	manuscript	for	greater	applicability	to	a	broader	
readership.	In	a	closer	examination	of	Schucman’s	earliest	recordings,	
we	can	see	that	“the	Voice”	had	multiple	tones,	which	demonstrates	
processes	of	scripturalization.	And	while	Schucman	could	not	have	
predicted	its	growth,	ACIM	continues	to	be	reinterpreted	within	new	
context	and	among	new	adherents.	
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